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Part 1
In the pre-colonial era, African leaders used different strategies to rule their territories. In most areas, the institution of traditional leadership was the highest authority. The leadership was based on the principle of governance of people where the leader is accountable to his people. Their main role was to protect societal culture, customs, and traditions[footnoteRef:1]. Besides they provided political, economic, and religious leadership to their communities. Traditional leaders were highly respected because they played a critical role in maintaining the normal functioning and existence of a given community. The population was mainly divided into groups with centralized hereditary leaders. This traditional leadership was scrapped by the introduction of colonial rulers over territories previously governed by traditional rules. [1:  photograph showing ivory on the way from the jungle to America, Main Street, Mombasa, East Africa. Winter ton Collection of East African Photographs, Melville J. Herskovits Library of African Studies, Northwestern University, Evanston. Object 53-14A. 28 March 2017. http://hdl.handle.net/2166.DL/inu-wint-53-14A

] 

Part 2  
During the pre-colonial era, people of East African wore simple clothes to cover their bodies. Fashion was mainly influenced by Europeans. In the photograph, one can identify men wearing coats which are not part of the African traditional garments. Besides clothes were important determinant of class during this era[footnoteRef:2]. They also traded in ivory with the early Asians. The ivory trade would help the African elites to accumulate wealth. [2: 
] 

The European photographer and publisher intended to show the illegal ivory trade in pre-colonial East Africa coastal region. During the era, Mombasa in Kenya served as an important trade center for ivory, spices, gold, etc. The photographer has captured traders holding ivories as evidence of the illegal trade in East Africa during the pre-colonial era. 
Part 3
Abina brought the cases to court after escaping from her master and settling in the Gold Coast. As a younger teenager, she was kidnapped, forced to perform heavy duties, and eventually sold into domestic slavery. Upon settling in Gold Coast she wanted to have control over her life again as a free person. During the trial Abina was asked why she believed she was enslaved by her master .She responded saying her master forced her to perform heavy duties and would regularly remind her she was a slave. Throughout the case, the important men and Abina had different understanding of slavery for various reasons firstly; the important men in the court did not understand her well because she was uneducated[footnoteRef:3]. Secondly they supported her master because he owned land like them. The court lawyer did not find the master guilty of enslaving Abina. This is because Abina could not support her claim with tangible evidence.   [3:   https://docfilm.sfsu.edu/content/abina-important-men  Abina and the important men is animated movie featuring a young brave girl who sues his master in search for justice.



] 

Part 4
The cartoon shown here is known as Rubber coils. It shows a Congolese rubber collector during the colonial era. The rubber collector is being attacked by a snake-like animal with a human head. The human head represents Leopold II of Belgium. Leopold II was the second king of Belgium who succeeded his father in 1865. He is famously known for the exploitation of the Congo natural resources such as ivory, rubber, and deposits of gold, cobalt, uranium, diamonds etc. as well as its people. He helped Belgium grow economically with the money flowing from the exploited Congolese resources. During the 1890s the prices of rubber increased forcing Leopold II to exploit naturally occurring rubber trees in Congo thus making a lot of money in exports. Besides, he forced Congolese to work for many hours in his territory or else they would face death[footnoteRef:4]. In cartoon king Leopold II is struggling Congolese rubber collector using the resources collected by his slaves. [4: https://www.modernghana.com/GhanaHome/ashanti/fante.asp?menu_id=6&sub_menu_id=67&gender=&s=a an article illustrating the history of Fante in the cape coast.

] 

Part 5
The new Fante state would have an elected president, vice president, treasurer and assistant treasurer, secretary and undersecretary. The elected leaders would comprise of educated men. The president would be elected from the body of kings and announced as the king-president of the Fanti confederation. The executive council would comprise of ministers and ex-officio members.The representative assembly would comprise of kings and chiefs and shall have the power to perform all functions of a legislative body. The diplomatic strategy of proposing a constitution to end colonialism did not follow the due course because the kings and chiefs of Fante did not consult British authorities during the formulation of the proposed constitution. The British reacted by arresting all persons claiming to hold office under the confederation. Additionally, they discouraged the kings and chiefs of Fante against forming any form of improved government.
Part 6
clothes are an important marker of status, ethnicity, and class in the East Africa coastal communities. As a form of expressing culture, clothing is an important factor when grouping people into different classes.  Studying the transformation in dressing and fashion in East Africa illustrates different social categories in the coastal communities. Before the pre-colonial era changing societal class was not as easy as changing clothes. The rich and the middle class in the society dressed in expensive clothes while the poor bought less expensive clothes[footnoteRef:5]. The local communities are mainly faced with the challenges of preserving their cultural values as some of the clothes introduced by the Indian communities are against African traditions. For example, kanga remains an important part of the social activities in the East Africa Coast.
 [5:  Fair, Laura. 2003. Pastimes and Politics. Athens: Ohio Univ.chapter 2 of the book illustrates clothing, class and gender in post abolition Zanzibar.
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